
 

 

 

 



I n t r o d u c t i o n  
Thank you for participating in the 28 days of Faith, Hope and Love.  

These three words are found throughout scripture. While not every    

story will have the words faith, hope, or love in each scripture passage, 

in their own way they will share at least one of these themes. In 1 Corin-

thians 13:12-13 the Apostle Paul tells us that we can only see a dim re-

flection of our true reality, like we are looking in a mirror, and that we 

only see part of what is going on. But one day we will see clearly, and we 

will know fully what God is doing. What remains for us are these three 

things, “faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love”.  

The Penticton Ministerial Association has put this book together to help 

our churches grow in these three areas. As we do this together for the 

28 days of February, we hope that it will deepen your faith, that it will 

give you hope, and that your love for Jesus and His church will grow. We 

also hope that unity will grow among our churches as the city-wide body 

of Christ, that we would pray for each other and our churches, that we 

would work together for His church. 

We encourage you to participate and encourage others to take a few 

minutes each day to read the scripture passage, the devotional, and to 

spend time praying for our churches, pastors and community. 

May God bless you as you take the time to read and pray. 

In Christ, 

The Pastors of the Penticton Ministerial Association 



Using this book  
This book was designed to be a devotional guide for the 28 days of     

February. It can be used to facilitate your daily devotions in as little as     

5-10 minutes.  

The book is a chronological look at stories throughout scripture. It is   

important for us to read all of scripture from Genesis to Revelation.  

Each devotional is broken up into three elements to interact with: 

Bible Reading: Under the date of each page you will see a       

scripture reference. Start your time by reading this passage.         

It serves as the starting point for the devotional thoughts.             

If you have time read through the passage again before moving 

to the devotional.  

 

Devotional Thoughts: Each day has a short devotional thought to 

reflect on. Each devotional was contributed by a Pastor             

representing one of the churches of Penticton. You’ll see their 

name and picture in the top right of the page. 

 

Prayer Focus: Each day has a prayer focus related to the scripture 

as well as to the ministry of the contributor of the devotional. 

What a great way to pray for churches and ministries represented 

throughout our city!  

 

 

 



February 1 
Genesis 12: 1-8  
 
I love how intentional God is in pursuing a             

relationship with us. We see this in His interactions 

with Abram; God spoke with him, giving him         

direction and promises, and even appearing to him 

(vs. 7)! Be encouraged that God desires this         

intimate kind of relationship with you as well.    

When we connect with God, He reveals to us who 

He is, and what He wants us to accomplish for His glory! 

God gave Abram wonderful promises such as making him a great nation, 

blessing him, and making his name great. However, Abram and Sarai 

were without children and didn’t have a natural heir to receive their 

blessings after they died. But later, in Genesis 15:5, God gives another 

amazing promise to Abram: …“Look now toward heaven, and count 

the stars if you are able to number them.” And (God) said to him, “So 

shall your descendants be.” The Lord fulfilled this promise about 25 

years later (that’s a lot of waiting!), when Abram at the age of 100 and 

Sarai, about 90-years-old, conceived Isaac, the heir of their blessings! In 

the natural it seemed impossible for a 90-year-old woman to conceive a 

baby, but God is the God of the impossible! 

Take some time to meditate on God’s faithfulness towards Abram and 

His faithfulness to you. Allow Him to fill you with hope and give you the 

ability to see beyond the “impossible” situations that you may be facing 

right now. Remember, through Christ you also have become an heir of 

these blessings that the Lord spoke to Abram about! 

Prayer Focus: 

• Pray that the church in Penticton would pursue Christ and His King-

dom with all our hearts, and dive deeper into His Word! 

• Pray for church leaders to be humble, bold, and courageous, and to 

follow the Holy Spirit’s leading. 

 

 

Mark McNeil 
Penticton Vineyard  



February 2 
Genesis 45:3-11 
 
This passage is where Joseph reveals himself to   

his brothers who had sold him into slavery. While 

it is a time most would be vengeful, Joseph takes  

a different route. He highlights how God had used 

their evil actions to actually further His purposes, 

with the result now being that the family is pro-

vided for during a time of famine.  

God can truly use any situation and turn it into something good, even if  

it doesn’t feel like it at the time, or takes longer than we anticipated.  

Romans 8:28 says “And we know that in all things God works for the 

good of those who love him.” I do like the way Joseph is able to look  

back and see God’s hand. In Ezra chapter 8, they spoke of needing to rely 

on the gracious hand of God for a dangerous trip, and then acknowledg-

ing that the gracious hand of God was with them once they completed 

the trip.  

If you are going through a stressful patch, that may even feel like the 

‘valley of the shadow of death’, keep going! Know that God’s gracious 

hand is with you, even if it doesn’t feel like it.  

This passage shows Joseph in a great place and position, but he went 

through some rough times before arriving there. Ask God to lead and 

guide you through. If it gets pretty rough, as it did for Joseph, remember 

that God is with you, He will provide for you and will never forget you, as 

He has you engraved on the palms of His hand (Isaiah 49:16). 

 

Prayer Focus: 

• Easier international travel so we can more easily work beyond our 

borders. 

 

 

 

Brenden Ferreira 
New Beginnings 



February 3 
Exodus 13:17-22 
 
In Exodus 13 the Israelites are free from the op-

pression of Egypt!  God heard their cries and sent 

Moses to deliver them out of Egypt!  All of a sud-

den, life seems great!  The Israelites are free, but 

they need a path to follow, and God provides the 

path. Even though there was a quicker route from 

Egypt to Canaan, God led his people on a zig-zag 

path to the Promised Land teaching them some important lessons on 

the way. 

 Verse 21 tells us that God went ahead of the people in a pillar of 

cloud to lead them during the day and a pillar of fire by night. Through 

Moses, God delivered His people!  The people saw and experienced the 

miracles; there could be no doubt who provided deliverance for the 

people! 

Even though we may feel like Thomas Merton as he penned “the Mer-

ton Prayer”: 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not 
see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain 
where it will end … But I believe that the desire to please 
you does in fact please you … and I know that if I do this 
you will lead me by the right road, though I may know 
nothing about it. Therefore, I will trust you always though 
I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will 
not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never 
leave me to face my perils alone. 

God provides a path for us to follow today as He did for the Israelites; 

we have to be open and humble to look for the cloud and light in our life 

to follow! 

Prayer Focus:  

• That we would seek the path that Jesus would have us follow and 

pray for wisdom and strength to follow in it. 

 

Les Clarke 
First Baptist Church 



February 4 
Ruth 4:13-17 
This story reminds us that God sometimes allows 

us to endure painful circumstances that we think 

are more than we can possibly bear. 

God allowed Naomi to experience the death of 

her husband and her sons and Ruth was childless 

for 10 years. Yet God had set up the laws of the 

land and inheritance in such a way that widows 

and orphans did not automatically become destitute. What to Naomi 

looked hopeless really was part of God’s plan not only for her life but for 

the nation of Israel as a whole. 

This is difficult teaching for us because it challenges us to try to think in 

ways that we don’t think. We often think, “if God really loved me, then 

he would …. or he wouldn’t ….! 

But what we are really saying when we go there is “surely God wouldn’t 

do anything that I wouldn’t do” - which is to say, we believe that God 

should be bound to our understanding, to our sensibilities, to our per-

spectives of what does and doesn’t constitute love. Is it possible that 

God, in His love for you, would do or permit something that you can’t 

immediately understand? 

As Ruth’s conception demonstrates, pain is never the final word for 

God’s people. You may be going through an unbelievably difficult time 

and wondering where God is in all of it. It’s ok for you to wonder that. 

Let me gently say to you: for the people of God, pain and sorrow is NEV-

ER the final word. He is always at work for our ultimate good. This was 

the case for Naomi, and it is certainly the case for us. 

Prayer Focus: 

• God’s clear leading for Penticton Alliance Church in the process of 

hiring a new Lead Pastor. 

• That in the midst of all the Covid frustrations, people will see our love 

for each other and the world around us. 

 

Dieter Magnus 
Penticton Alliance 



February 5 
1 Kings 9:1-9 
 
God has a plan for our lives, our church communi-

ties, and this city. I’m thankful and find such hope 

that God knows what is happening today, tomor-

row and all our days to come.  

In looking at the passage in 1st Kings 9:1-9 we see 

the end of a long plan that God had stirred many 

years earlier in the heart of King David and in his son Solomon.  

Solomon was given the charge and privilege to build the temple of the 

Lord. The plan and design for the temple was not his but was the Lord’s, 

and 24 years after becoming king the building was finished.  

I love the plan of God and that we are invited to play our part, even 

when it takes a long time. The Lord is always there speaking, guiding, 

and leading us in how we are to walk, build and live our lives.  

At the beginning of his reign the Lord appeared to Solomon in 1st Kings 3 

and answered the cry of his heart. The Lord again appeared to Solomon 

in 1st Kings nine years later and reinforced how he heard his prayers. In 

the same way God hears our prayers even when it is a long and challeng-

ing journey.   

3The Lord said to him: “I have heard the prayer and plea you have made 
before me.” 

As we continue to walk in challenging days what is the Lord inviting you 
into?  

Are you willing to play your part? 

What are you asking for from the Lord?  

Prayer Focus: 

• Pray that the Penticton Vineyard Church would walk in grace and 
wisdom together.  

• Pray that we would stay healthy and unified.  

• Pray that we would walk boldly in the plan and design of God for our 

lives.  

 

Mike Fornwald 
Penticton Vineyard 



February 6 
1 Kings 17:1-16 
 
Today’s reading has Elijah pronouncing a three 

year drought and being given direction to go rest 

and hide by God.  After the drought’s impact, God 

sends Elijah to assist a poor widow and her son at 

death’s door.  A struggle having nothing to do 

with personal sin, but the consequence of a       

nation’s leadership, politically and spiritually rejecting God.   

Often reading a biblical account such as this causes us to say, ‘yeah right, 

nice story,’ but isn’t God’s provision possible if we believe in His existenc-

es? Suffering is part of life, many times from circumstances out of one’s 

control, like the widow, other times from poor choices, but in either case 

we can find the oil and flour of provision scraping bottom.  It is at these 

times that it is important to remember God is Holy, but He is also       

merciful, providing for the weak, repentant and faithful.  Still, it takes the 

principles applied by Elijah and the widow to experience God’s provision; 

trust, obedience and perseverance.   

My personal experience has been, though not easy, when I faithfully   

apply trust, obedience and perseverance to God’s Word in areas like; 

tithing, being faithful at work, debt management, seeking reconciliation 

(including my spouse and children), repenting of destructive habits,    

taking responsibility and implementing spiritual discipline, then little by 

little, God’s provision and my faith steadily increase.  Not always the way 

I wanted or on my timetable, and even when I make a poor decision, 

suffering the consequences and having to repent, He always provides.   

So I leave you with a thought to ponder, will you apply the principles of 

trust, obedience and perseverance in God’s Word to your life and experi-

ence a continual increase in God’s provision and your faith? 

Prayer Focus: 

• Pray for God’s provision as He calls us to obedience, trust and perse-
verance. 

• Pray for wisdom and guidance for Victory Church and their leader-
ship.  

 

Ron Crooker 
Victory Church 



February 7 
2 Kings 5:1-19 
 
We often say things like: Why doesn’t God just 

tell me to do some great thing to be cleansed 

from my sin? I could build a hospital for the poor 

in some far-off land, feed thousands of starving 

people. There is something within all of us driving 

us to want to earn our forgiveness, and that 

something is pride. We want to do it our way. 

Naaman had his own ideas of how his healing should be accomplished. If 

he was just going to be asked to wash in a river, why not the rivers of 

Syria instead of the old, muddy Jordan River? The better question for 

him would have been, “Why not simply do it God’s way?” Naaman’s 

servants logically presented the argument of nothing ventured nothing 

gained. Naaman wisely let their counsel succeed, and he came up out of 

the water healed. 

Scripture is filled with many exciting things that God has done because 

someone dared to venture out in faith and trust God’s word. Even 

though sometimes it doesn’t make sense, why not give it a try? Who 

knows what God might want to do? Today may offer you a golden op-

portunity to become God’s instrument to change your world locally or 

maybe even globally. I encourage you to step out and try something new 

in faith? We need to trust in the word of God and the promises of God 

today. Find out today how exciting it can be to make yourself available 

to God for His purposes and become part of His answer for the world. 

Call out to God today and ask Him to give you the courage to go and do 

what He is calling you to do! 

Prayer Focus: 

• Continued protection over congregation 

• My family's safety and sanity in these days 

• Gods' direction for our church, where to now? 

 

Paul Trickett 
Salvation Army 



February 8 
Job 1:17-22 
 
“When it rains, it pours.” No one knows who first 

uttered this well-known adage, but we’ve all expe-

rienced its truth. We’ve all had days and seasons 

when we’ve felt like we just couldn’t take one 

more thing going wrong in our lives. Job couldn’t 

have known when he woke up that morning what 

the day would bring but the bad news and tragic 

reports began to roll in one after the other. He was literally being hit on 

all sides by tragedy, suffering and loss. Grief had come to Job’s life. 

Grieving is a healthy human experience as much as we hate to endure it, 

but it is important not to allow a season of grief to become a lifestyle of 

despair and bitterness. We can’t allow our despair to define us or, worst 

of all, distance us from God. 

As Job wrestled with the unwanted news he was receiving, his first re-

sponse was an acknowledgment of the inner anguish he felt, “Job stood 

up and tore his robe in grief….” (v20), but what he did next was profound 

in processing his pain, he “…fell to the ground to worship.” “Praise the 

name of the Lord!” (v21) was his heart’s cry. In his pain, Job turned to 

praise. 

Praise is more than an activity, it is a perspective, a way of looking at God 

as bigger than whatever circumstances, tragedy or disappointments are 

weighing us down. Praise zooms our focus out from our current predica-

ment and helps us perceive our place in the big picture.  

Job’s example encourages us that when it’s pouring, pour out your heart 

in praise 

Prayer Focus:  

• Who in your life is processing hurt and loss right now? How would 

God have you pray for them and reach out with a word of encourage-

ment? If it is you, what prayers of praise could you pray in the midst 

of your storm?  

 

Jeremy Bates 
Bethel Church 



February 9 
Psalm 46 
Psalm 46 is a Psalm of great comfort, but also one 
that challenges us in our response to the difficul-
ties that life can bring our way. Often the hardest 
thing to do when we are under pressure is to “be 
still”.  And yet that is exactly what the Psalmist 
asks us to do when everything around us seems 
to be chaotic and out of control. I am reminded of 
the year 2021…a year that started with great 
promise and ended back where we started, isolated and alone.  

“Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be     
carried into the midst of the sea;” Psalm 46:2 NIV 

Does that remind you of the year that was? Whatever your circumstanc-
es as we leave 2021 and enter 2022, this Psalm gives us a great promise. 
There is a God who is over it all and greater than it all. 

“The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge.” Psalm 46:7 
NIV 

The strength of a promise is found in the nature and character of the 
promise-giver. Our God is both faithful and able to keep His promises if 
we will stay in faith and confidence. 

And so, the writer issues the challenge. Don’t try to control your circum-
stances. Don’t struggle with things beyond your control. Don’t try to 
hold it all together in your own strength. You can’t do it anyway. Stay in 
faith. Stay in confidence. Quiet your heart.   

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I 
will be exalted in the earth!” Psalm 46:10 NIV 

Whatever 2022 holds…we know who holds 2022.  Take a few minutes 
today to be still, calm your soul, and reflect on the goodness and power 
of God. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Please pray that God would give us insight to reach into the neigh-
borhood around our new church property at 608 Winnipeg.  The 
needs are great, but our God is greater! 

• Please pray for those in our community affected by addictions and 
mental illness, and that we will be open and available for God to use 
as His instruments of love and grace. 

 

Mark Pankratz 
Life Church 



February 10  
Psalm 57:1-6 
 
David’s way to the throne wasn’t easy. First of all, 

he never sought that position. But God saw in 

young shepherd David sincerity, devotion, child-

like faith, and love for Him. When God sent the 

prophet Samuel to anoint a future king of Israel 

(after King Saul miserably failed) David wasn’t 

even invited. Mostly he was ignored within his 

own family and by his seven older brothers. His simplicity, innocent     

sincerity, and uncalculated desire to honor the Lord led to suspicion and 

jealousy from his brothers. And later on, from King Saul who was       

abandoned by God’s Spirit, and who came increasingly under the harass-

ing influence of demonic powers. 

Young David enjoyed the presence and blessings of God which was   

manifested in his brave faceoff with Goliath. While the sympathy of the 

military and people toward David increased, the hate and jealousy of 

backslidden King Saul toward him grew. Psalm 57 was created in a cave 

while running away and hiding from King Saul and his army bent on his 

destruction. David was a man of prayer and in the midst of what looks to 

us a hopeless situation he cries out to the Lord. He knows God well by 

now as the Lord rescued him from many dangers and schemes. David 

trusts God’s deliverance and God’s dealing with those who pursue him 

and seek his life. 

We must never forget how the Lord led us until now. The situation in 

which life finds us now may seem threatening in a variety of ways. One 

thing we can be sure of – the Lord hears our cries for help and will       

deliver us. 

Prayer Focus:  

• Boldness mixed with love and skill to share God’s good news with 

others 

 

Karel Samek 
Adventist Church 



February 11  
Psalm 89: 1-8     

Scripture is packed full of promises from God to 

His precious people. God made some very special 

promises to King David. In 2 Samuel 7:8-16 God 

promised to make David the greatest king on 

earth and most importantly that the descendants 

from David’s family would reign forever. Psalm 

89, a ‘maskil’ used to teach wisdom, opens with a 

song of joyful praise of God’s love and faithfulness, “I will sing of 

the Lord’s unfailing love forever! Young and old will hear of your faithful-

ness. Your unfailing love will last forever. Your faithfulness is as enduring 

as the heavens.” Although we do not know the exact date the author, 

Ethan the Ezrahite, wrote this psalm, it is thought that the demise of  

Jerusalem and its kings was already in process. Yet, Ethan goes on to 

boldly and prophetically declare the promises God made to David and 

then continues to sing about God’s faithfulness and that no one can 

compare to Him.  

Like the nation of Israel, we too go through seasons of difficulty, dark-

ness and despair. Whether we are facing a negative doctor’s report, 

have gone through a heart-wrenching breakup, have experienced deep 

loss or are aching for a wayward child to return to faith we must never 

lose hope of this truth: God is faithful to keep His promises.  

Heavenly Father, help me in times of trouble or doubt to not forget that 

You are the greatest promise keeper. Remind me to lift up my voice and 

sing of Your unfailing love and enduring faithfulness.  

In Jesus’s name. Amen. 

Prayer Focus: 

• That God would give us His wisdom to lead and grow Life Church in 
preaching the gospel, reaching the lost and making disciples. 

• That God would give us His wisdom to maximize our building,       
resources and team to fulfill His call to be a light in our community.  

                  

 

Raë Pankratz 
Life Church 



February 12  
Isaiah 6:1-8 

I once heard a good metaphor for God’s holiness 

as compared to our Sun. It’s unique (in our solar 

system), extremely powerful and our source of life 

on planet Earth. It’s also very dangerous when we 

get too close as we would burn up and die. Simi-

larly, in the Bible, when Moses encounters the 

burning bush, he’s told to take off his shoes and 

not come any closer as he is standing on holy ground. (Ex 3:5) God’s 

goodness and purity is actually dangerous to anyone or anything impure.   

Isaiah knew the rituals required to purify oneself, to come into God’s 

presence safely, and so Isaiah’s reaction in verse 5 makes perfect sense 

for someone who has not been ritually purified finding himself in the 

presence of God. We also know that in those days to touch anything im-

pure would pass that impurity on to the person (who then would need 

go through purification rituals), conversely here we have a coal passing 

on God’s purity and righteousness to Isaiah.  

On this side of the cross, we do not need to fear God’s presence. We 

have all been cleansed by the righteous blood of Christ. Oh, the freedom 

and joy we can experience since we can now “come boldly to the throne 

of our gracious God.” (Heb 4:16) Let us run to the throne with confidence 

as we know He calls us beloved.  

Furthermore, God’s holiness and salvation does not discriminate but in-

stead transforms all who come into his presence. There is nothing He 

cannot forgive and no one He will turn away who is repentant. As Christ’s 

arms are always open wide, may we as the body of Christ extend for-

giveness to all and draw others into the Kingdom with open arms.   

Prayer Focus: 

•  Pray with boldness and confidence for unity and power in the 

church. If something about salvation as well fits, put that in there as 

well. 

 

Greg Hamm 
Vineyard Church 



February 13  
Isaiah 53:1-12  
This is one of the most important prophecies of 

Jesus and His role as Messiah. This passage sets 

the stage for Jesus as the suffering servant. It 

seems strange that someone else’s suffering 

should bring us hope, but that sacrifice freely giv-

en by Jesus is central to the gospel. There is no 

forgiveness of sins without death. Jesus took on 

all of the sufferings that we deserved so that we instead could live in 

hope.  

I am not sure what you are experiencing right now amid the pandemic, 

but hope seems to be a lost commodity. It has instead been replaced 

with cynicism, fear, and anger. Yet, as the Lord says in Isaiah 41:10 “So 

do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 

right hand.” Jesus is familiar with suffering and pain so no matter what 

you are going through, take heart because Jesus is present with you in 

your suffering. He is interceding on your behalf and the Holy Spirit is pre-

sent to be a balm to your soul no matter your circumstances.  

Remember that no matter the pain that you may currently be experienc-

ing, it is temporary. Jesus endured suffering alone as the Man of Sorrows 

so that you never have to be alone ever again. Turn to Jesus in your 

times of trouble and He will bear your pain. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Pray for our mission partners around the world who are sharing the 

hope that is found in Jesus alone. May their ministries be effective 

and may they be encouraged as they serve Him faithfully. 

• Pray for our teams at Bethel to be strengthened and for every one 

who calls Bethel Church home to have a place of meaningful       

service using their gifts. 

• Pray for our community in Penticton and surrounding areas to  expe-

rience a fresh outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit. 

 

Adrian Bonin 
Bethel Church 



February 14  
Isaiah 65:17-25 
 
Isaiah is called the OT gospel prophet. His Messi-

anic prophecies cited in the New Testament are 

highly descriptive of Jesus’ 1st coming. Isaiah also 

prophesied about Christ’s 2nd coming and God’s 

judgment over the nations. Toward the end of his 

book Isaiah shares visions of the new heaven and 

new earth and a way of life on them. Some     

comparisons are highly symbolic, others are real. Only when in God’s 

kingdom will we fully understand their fulfilment.  

Many of his prophecies dealt with the nations that surrounded the   

physical nation of Israel. In our passage Isaiah starts transiting to the   

future glories and gives a picture of the final fulfilment when sin and   

sinners (including Satan and his fallen angels) will oppress no more. The 

apostle John in the book of Revelation chapter 21 explains what Isaiah 

wrote about. 

Abraham was looking for the city whose builder and maker is God. John 

calls it the New Jerusalem. There are movements today thinking to save 

our planet that is “waxing old” under the abuse and sinfulness of people. 

But God has a much better plan that is real. He already prepared for us a 

city and will create the new heavens and new earth beyond our            

imagination. 

We may have great dreams and plans for our life here and now.         

However, God through Isaiah and then by John gives us a bigger and 

much more glorious picture of our future. Sometimes our ambitious 

plans may fail so God’s glorious plans for our life here and for eternity 

may be realized. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Recognize God’s open doors and divine appointments 

• Walk in the Spirit and be led by the Spirit 

 

Karel Samek 
Adventist Church 



February 15  
Daniel 6:1-26 

The story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den is a classic. 

Every Christmas growing up my family would pull 

out the classic Christmas movies like White   

Christmas with Bing Crosby, Miracle on Thirty-

Fourth Street (both versions), It’s a Wonderful 

Life, Holiday Inn and many more. We attempted 

to watch all of them at least once quoting lines we remembered and 

singing along with the music. Somehow these movies never get old. I 

don’t know how many times I have watched these movies but I bet next 

Christmas I will watch many of them again.  

The story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den is a classic story. Every Child that 

has attended Kids’ Church or Sunday School has heard the story. A story 

worth repeating at least once a year. Daniel had complete faith in God 

even though he worked and was very successful under a foreign govern-

ment’s rule who did not believe in God. Other leaders tried to frame 

Daniel for not worshiping King Darius by enacting a law that the leaders, 

including Daniel, could only worship the king.  

Daniel did not hide his faith and he did not bow down to the king. He 

continued to worship God and practice his faith daily. Daniel was saved 

from the lions, but he had to endure the pit. God rescued Daniel         

because of his faith, allowing his faith to change the heart and mind of 

King Darius.  

This story is more than a classic, it is true. God can use us in amazing 

ways when we continue to put our trust in Him and act in faith that God 

will work in and through us to change people—even foreign kings. 

Prayer Focus: 

• That God can change the hearts of people living in Penticton and the 

South Okanagan. 

• Prayer for boldness as believers to step out in faith and trust God as 

we navigate through this new year. 

 

Clark Taylor 
First Baptist Church 



February 16  
Matthew 8:5-13 

Today’s passage records an impossible situation; a 

Roman centurion, a man possessing tremendous 

authority which normally brought about his per-

sonal desires, now finds himself watching his be-

loved servant girl face certain death.  Can you   

relate? Finding yourself in an impossible circum-

stance either spiritual, emotional or physical, with 

hope fading away?  Exhausting all your resources, and still hopelessness 

closes in?   

Hope is easy when life is good, thinking we are invincible and in charge, 

but all this can change at the blink of an eye; a lost job, a broken relation-

ship, an accident, a doctor’s report, a natural disaster or a death, our 

once seemingly towers of trust left crumbling.  All the will power, politi-

cal positioning, education, love or positive confession is unable to over-

ride the impossible.  Where do you turn for Hope?  It is the centurion’s 

response which gives a blueprint for restoring and maintaining hope.  At 

first glance, the hope seems rooted solely in the centurion’s faith, but 

the centurion’s hope is not his faith alone but trusting in a higher author-

ity, Jesus.  Like turning on a light switch, faith is believing there is power, 

but once the switch is flipped, it is the power within that turns on the 

light, not continuously flicking.   

So when you find yourself in the impossible, don’t try harder, or think 

you have to flick the faith switch continuously, simply flip the switch and 

trust God’s higher authority.  Trust the highest authority, Jesus, to re-

lease Hope and Healing into your impossible, in His time and way, even 

in the midst of all the negative voices, within and outwardly, just as He 

did for the centurion. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Father, I commit to you, following the example of the centurion, liv-
ing a life of faith in Jesus, the One with all authority, who will bring 
hope and healing into their personal life and community as they call 
out to Him.  In Jesus Name Amen.   

 

Ron Crooker 
Victory Church 



February 17  
Mark 7: 31–36 

Many of the Jesus stories recorded in the Gospels 

are about healing. He had a reputation as a heal-

er. People flocked to Him as they do today to 

healers because they need Him. Let's look at the 

story. 

The initiative for this healing miracle did not come 

from the deaf man himself. It was others who brought Jesus to him. It 

was these people of good will who “begged him to lay his hand on him”. 

Perhaps we should remember that many of the good things that happen 

to us come from the good will and prayers of others on our behalf. With 

that in mind, who am I bringing before Jesus? 

Then we see Jesus take “him aside in private away from the crowd”. Je-

sus wanted to deal personally with the deaf man. He always deals with 

us ‘one on one’. As much as we are created for community and we need 

one another, true healing of all kinds comes through Jesus alone. 

Finally, I encourage you to imagine yourself as that man before Jesus, 

gazing at him but unable to hear Him, unable to speak. You can only see, 

so you follow Him to a quiet spot, feel His fingers in your ears and on 

your tongue. Suddenly the world of sound opens up to you, and your 

tongue is freed up. What are your first words? Do you proclaim God’s 

goodness, or do you start complaining about something? 

We live in a world filled with things to complain about. Let me encour-

age you to take notice of the places where Jesus is at work and share the 

hope found in him with everyone who will listen. 

Prayer Focus: 

• God’s clear leading for Penticton Alliance Church in the process of 

hiring a new Lead Pastor. 

• That in the midst of all the Covid frustrations, people will see our 

love for each other and the world around us. 

 

Dieter Magnus 
Penticton Alliance 



February 18  
Luke 17:11-19  

We came across this sign on the 

Similkameen Trail down in Oroville one 

day. Sage advice whether you are a be-

liever or not even though Mark 16:18 

states that God can choose to minimize the effects 

of even deadly snake bites. Like when Paul moved 

a log and the viper bit him (cf. Acts 28-7-10). He 

just shakes it off into the fire. And when the venom did nothing to him 

the people began thinking he was a god. Paul went on to not only tell the 

good news, about Jesus, he also showed them with healing miracles! And 

how did those folks respond to the show and tell? Paul said, “They hon-

ored us in many ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us 

with the supplies we needed” (Acts 28:10 (NIV). In a word they were 

thankful because they received the gospel in word and deed!  

But not everyone who sees or experiences the power of God in action is 

thankful to God. Take the folks in our passage for today: ten of them re-

ceived healing from the Master but only one came back and said thanks.  

The one who returned, a grateful Samaritan, was double blessed by Jesus 

for his gratitude shown. And the other nine? Well let’s just say that they 

missed out on that added blessing.  

Think back to the last time you experienced God’s blessing did you shout 

out praise to God or just continue with whatever was next on your agen-

da? Did you show gratitude or indifference? One out of ten came back to 

Jesus to worship Him. Was that you? 

Prayer Focus: 

• That God’s people would shine brightly showing His love and grace 
through our unity during this time of pandemic. 

• That those first responders in our midst would see the love of Christ 
through our actions and sacrificial giving.  

• That 2022 would see many come to experience the peace of God that 
passes all understanding.  

 

Blake Wagner 
Victory Church 

 



February 19  
Luke 18:35-43 

Jericho was about 30 kilometers northeast from Je-
rusalem. It was the first city taken by Joshua when 
Israel started conquering the promised land.  At the 
time of Christ, it was second in size only to Jerusa-
lem. Often it is called the city of palm-trees. 

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem for Passover, 
others would join Him and His disciples as they trav-
eled. Near any village the streets often were lined 
with those who could not go on the pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but they 
would bid the travelers God’s blessing.  

Along the road Jesus traveled that day, sat a poor, blind beggar                 
dependent on the generosity of others. When this man heard the noise of 
an extra-large crowd, he asked what was happening and was told Jesus   
was passing by.  

This was his moment of opportunity. He “cried out”, the Greek means to 
‘bellow or shout’, the people “rebuked him” as everyone wanted to hear 
what Jesus might be saying. But this was a once in a lifetime chance. In-
stead of being quiet, “he shouted all the more”. This second Greek word 
means to ‘scream’. And the cry for help reached the ears of Jesus. Jesus 
“stopped” ordered the man to come near. The man heard the greatest 
question ever asked him. “What do you want me to do for You?” Without 
hesitation the man replied, “I want to see”. Jesus replied, “Receive your 
sight; your faith has healed you.”   

The short story speaks to the heart of faith. Just a sentimental wish never 
taps into the power of God; but the passionate, intense desire of the very 
depths of the human heart will never be disappointed. 

Prayer Focus: 

• What one thing do you crave desperately for God to do for you today. 

• Pray for World evangelism, TV ministries, Christian radio, media out-
reach. 

• Pray for our (your) neighbors, your friends and family who need to 
know Christ and the clear teachings of God’s word.  

• That the church could be a living witness of the love, goodness, and 
greatness of God.  To reflect the character of God in action not just in 
words. 

 

Greg Wellman 
Adventist Church 



February 20  
Luke 19:1-9 

Many of us know about the oppression the Ro-

mans inflicted upon nations under their control 

through taxation and other means. Being the one 

to enforce painful requirements upon your neigh-

bours doesn’t make you popular either.  

If there was an award for the most despised and 

reviled in Jericho, Zacchaeus would be in the running for sure.               

Regardless though, he seeks Jesus, even to the point of climbing a tree 

(which was quite undignified for a man of his stature to do).  

Prompted by the Holy Spirit, Jesus calls him down by name! The truth of 

being seen and called by name, despite what he’d done, cut Zacchaeus 

to the core. The transformation we see in Zacchaeus after his encounter 

with Jesus is a powerful example of God’s grace being available to all 

people.  

Every society has certain groups of people considered ‘untouchable’, ei-

ther because of lifestyle, political stances, immorality, or health choices. 

Counter to social norms, Jesus sees and pursues the marginalized and 

lost – even the ‘untouchables’. 

Like Zacchaeus, we have all experienced Christ’s personal call and     

transformative power. Selfishness and corruption become humility and 

generosity. Hardened hearts are made flesh once again. Christ’s  trans-

formation leads to action. Jesus’ great love propels us, as His hands and 

feet on this earth, to advance the Kingdom and “seek and save those 

who are lost” around us. (v.10) In doing so, we may witness firsthand a 

Zacchaeus transformation.  

Prayer Focus: 

• Pray for salvations and for the lost to come to the church and find 

faith in Christ. Something like that…  

 

Greg Hamm 
Vineyard Church 



February 21  
John 1:1-14 

There is so much that captures our imaginations 

in this wonderful poetry found in John's first 

chapter.  Indeed, this is John’s version of the 

Christmas story. 

I have often found myself being carried away by 

the image of the Word becoming flesh... and, in 

my favorite way of hearing these words ... "and the Word became flesh 

and 'pitched a tent' among us."  Or as we read in The Message “moved 

into the neighborhood” (v.14)  

It is such a concrete, down to earth, image—this image of Jesus kneeling 

with hammer in hand and pounding tent pegs into the ground to hold 

His temporary shelter in place. 

In John’s gospel, the Word was with God from the beginning, but it was-

n’t enough.  It was the actual thing, the real person, who was need-

ed.  The miracle of a human child, who was yet to use words himself un-

til he would learn to speak as most any child does, was the realness, the 

physicality, the essence of the thing.  That the eternal Word could be 

present in a human was beyond imagination.  Yet, there it was. 

Jesus Christ is our light. This is John’s conviction as he tells us of the 

Word made flesh. In the storms of life, as in the joys of life, Christ shines 

out. The powers of darkness, no matter how threatening, can never de-

stroy the light. Let the True Light, which enlightens everyone, which 

pitched his tent, and continues to move into the neighbourhood, be 

our guide in all things. Let the Light shine. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Gracious, fantastic, wild God, you have brought me from darkness to 

light, out of death into life: continue to kindle within me the light of 

your love and your peace, that I might be to others bright beacons of 

blessing in a world grown dim.  In the name of the True Light, Jesus, 

your Son.  Amen. 

 

Les Clarke 
First Baptist Church 



February 22  
John 4:1-26 

Now this is good news. For the first time, Jesus 
reveals his identity, and he reveals it to a Samari-
tan woman. This woman was going to fetch water 
alone because she was rejected by her communi-
ty. She was an outcast who had been divorced 
multiple times and was currently living in sin with 
another man. She was surprised that Jesus would 
even talk to her because she was a Samaritan and Jews did not associate 
with them. (vs. 9)  

During the conversation we see that she believes Jesus to be a prophet 
and engages in spiritual debate, wanting to know the truth about where 
and how to worship. Jesus tells her there is a time that none of that will 
matter, what God wants is our hearts. We are to worship Him in Spirit 
and in Truth.  He then proceeds to tell her that He is the Messiah she has 
been waiting for.    

She is broken, rejected, an outcast, not fitting into the ways of the 
church, and yet, here Jesus is, sharing this profound truth with her.  We 
don’t even know her name but that doesn’t matter. She represents all 
that is broken and rejected in us and all that is longing for His Spirit 
and Truth.    

This conversation by Jacob’s Well reminds us that no matter who we are 
or what we have done, the Messiah came for US!   

He loves you, sees you, and knows you completely.   

That is good news!  

Do you allow your rejection of man to cloud the truth that you are loved 
and accepted by God?  

What does worshiping in Spirit and truth look like to you?  

Prayer Focus:  

• Pray that the City of Penticton would know the unconditional love of 
God.  

• Pray that we as a church would have a fresh revelation of God’s love 
so we can share it with those around us.  

 

Jocelyn Fornwald 
Vineyard Church 



February 23  
John 12:1-11 

Roughly 50% of John’s Gospel account is a retell-

ing of the last week of Jesus’ ministry – a compila-

tion of the finer details of how Jesus was God’s 

atoning Passover lamb, “and not only for that na-

tion, but to bring together and unite all the chil-

dren of God scattered around the world” (John 

11:52).   

In 12:1-11 John describes a meal at Simon the leper’s home, in the town 

of Bethany (Mk. 14:3-9), with Lazarus, Martha, and Mary in attendance, 

and a gathering crowd from nearby Jerusalem.  This section of Scripture 

recounts no miracles or lengthy teachings but sets the stage for Jesus’ 

farewell speech (chapters 13-18).  The foot anointing by Mary precedes 

the washing of the disciples’ feet by Jesus, and His words: “This is my 

commandment: Love each other…There is no greater love than to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends.” (15:13).   

The Pharisees had been planning to find and kill Jesus for some time, but 

here we are informed that Lazarus was also a target (v. 10).  So Jesus’ 

words “you will not always have me”, unlike the disciples on-going op-

portunities to serve the poor among them, was Jesus describing his own 

imminent death.  At that time, to be a friend of Jesus was a dangerous 

commitment – and it would cost many of them everything, even their 

lives.   

This passage reveals to us how right it is to give to God our best, and to 

hold back nothing of great value to us.  Mary’s gift of expensive perfume 

for Jesus’ feet was not refused, but was accepted and appreciated. 

Prayer Focus: 

• May the uncertainty of good health, prosperity, and long-life not hin-

der our extravagant love of God, and let us practically lay down our 

lives and possessions as we worship and serve our greatest Friend.  

 

Curtis Collins 
Village by the Station 



February 24  
John 16:5-16 

In John 16, Jesus tells his most trusted and closest 

friends that He is leaving. For three years they 

have spent every waking moment together and 

now Jesus was leaving. This must have been     

devastating for the disciples. They were just 

getting started in their new line of work as         

disciples. Jesus lets them down easy as he explains 

that a Helper is coming to guide them. The Helper is all part of God’s  

master plan, and it’s the Helper who will carry on the work Jesus started. 

Leaving is always the hardest part, even for a short trip away; leaving 

friends or family is difficult. It can and often does help us appreciate our 

family so much more. The time away can solidify our relationships and 

help us know their true standing. Jesus’ departure was necessary, not  

only as part of God’s plan, but to help the disciples mature in their faith. 

To confirm for each one of them that Jesus was not only worth following 

but worth dying for.  

The Helper, the Holy Spirit was exactly who they needed to further their 

faith development. The Holy Spirit is the one that would convict people 

of their wrongdoing and bring them into relationship with God the Fa-

ther and Jesus the Son. It is the Holy Spirit that changes hearts and minds 

into believing in Jesus.  

As hard as is to say ‘goodbye’ it is often necessary to help us move closer 

in our relationship with others and God. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Pray that the Holy Spirit would move in our lives and our relation-

ships as we share the good news of Jesus. 

• Prayer that our faith would mature daily as we seek God and His will 

for our lives.  

 

Clark Taylor 
First Baptist Church 



February 25  
Philemon 6-21   
My favourite definition of hope is: “an expectation 
of the fulfillment of something desired or prom-
ised.” Specifically, as followers of Jesus, our hope is 
not based on our circumstances or our situations. 
Instead, our hope is built on the promises of God. 
The letter of Philemon gives us such an interesting 
look into the early life of the church and the way 
that an ethic of love worked to transform institu-
tions and relationships in the light of grace. 

Interestingly Paul never specifically addressed the repugnancy of slavery 
which is a denial of the dignity and worth of human beings. Rather, Paul 
shows us here, how Christ introduced love into the heart of master and 
slave. As a slave Onesimus sought to be profitable to his master (v. 11); 
as master Philemon would learn to see Onesimus also “as a man and as 
a brother in the Lord” (v. 16). Eventually, it was Christ’s power to trans-
form relationships that motivated movements that led to emancipation. 

Paul never demanded Philemon release Onesimus from slavery although 
he could easily have used his apostolic and relational authority to do so. 
Instead, he relied on the hope that Philemon would do the right thing. 
Onesimus too would have relied on hope in the promises of God that he 
would be better to return to his master rather than stay on the run, now 
that he had put his hope in Jesus alone. 

Today I encourage you to consider what modern institutions or practices 
violate the basic rights of human beings created in the image of God? 
While these may seem overwhelming, have hope that God moves pow-
erfully in the world. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Pray for our mission partners around the world who are sharing the 
hope that is found in Jesus alone. May their ministries be effective 
and may they be encouraged as they serve Him faithfully. 

• Pray for our teams at Bethel to be strengthened and for everyone 
who calls Bethel Church home to have a place of meaningful service 
using their gifts. 

• Pray for our community in Penticton and surrounding areas to experi-
ence a fresh outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit. 

 

Adrian Bonin 
Bethel Church 



February 26  
1 Peter 2:4-12 

MAY THE HOLY SPIRIT LEAD, GUIDE, DIRECT,     
EMPOWER AND ENABLE US. 

As we read in 1 Peter 2:4-12, we are chosen peo-
ple called to reach out individually and collectively 
with the love of Christ. We have the best news on 
the block. Our task is to simply share the good 
news with those who are open to listening both 
by word and actions. I’ve been praying for a major move of the Holy  
Spirit in this part of God’s world for the past five years. I believe that as 
the Spirit empowers us, we are called to reach out with Christ’s love, 
build relationships and as appropriate share the Good News of salvation 
through our Lord and Saviour.  As revival begins in each one of us, let us 
follow the teaching of Evan Roberts as God spoke through him resulting 
in the wonderful revival that spread through Wales in 1904 – in five 
months over 137,000 came to faith. Here’s what the young evangelist 
claimed he heard from God: 

 You must CONFESS every known sin to God. 

 You must REMOVE every doubtful habit from your life. 

 You must OBEY the Holy Spirit’s promptings. 

 You must GO PUBLIC with your witness for Christ. 

As God’s chosen people we are to be still, seek God, make a list of possi-
ble contacts, and finally make the connections. You are entering the Mis-
sion Field.   

Prayer Focus: 

• Please uphold in prayer all the Members and Civilian Staff and their 
families of the South Okanagan Detachments of the RCMP.  

• Pray for the safety and well-being of all concerned and bless their 
families. We offer a similar prayer for all first responders – Fire and 
Rescue and our Paramedics. 

• Please pray for the pastors and members of our church families in 
the South Okanagan-Similkameen. May we be one in Him! 

 

John Briscall 
RCMP Chaplain, Ret 



February 27  
1 John 4:8-10 
 
‘God is love’ is a bold statement that many of us 

struggle to believe and experience personally,  

especially in our darkest days of grief, isolation, 

and hopelessness.   

Much like in the book of Job, we hear some of our 

friends, family, and those we seek to comfort 

(even ourselves), ask the question, “Why me?  If God is love, then why 

has this happened to me?” And like Job we are tempted to think that 

God is silent and unresponsive.   

When God does speak to Job finally, in chapter 38 of that famous book, 

God reminds him of what He has already done and is doing – all things 

initiated by God for the good of all mankind and creation.  Things that 

Job was either ignorant of or forgot, due to his grief.   

Similarly, the Apostle John reminds Christian women and men             

experiencing hardship: “God is love.  God showed how much he loved us 

by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have 

eternal life through him.”  (1 John 4:8-10).   

“Man's maker was made man that He, Ruler of the stars, might nurse at 

His mother's breast; that the Bread might hunger, the Fountain thirst, 

the Light sleep, the Way be tired on its journey; that Truth might be ac-

cused of false witnesses, the Teacher be beaten with whips, the Founda-

tion be suspended on wood; that Strength might grow weak; that the 

Healer might be wounded; that Life might die.” (St Augustine).   

Christmas reminds us that we are never alone, and we are loved. 

 

Prayer Focus:  

• Father, open our eyes and hearts that we would see Jesus in each 

other and ourselves. 

 

Curtis Collins 
Village by the Station 



February 28  
Revelation 7:9-17 

2021 was an unusual year in the province of BC. 

Not only did we wrestle through waves of the 

pandemic, we had a summer filled with extreme 

heat and fires that scorched thousands of         

hectares of forest and entire towns. This winter 

we had record amounts of rain, cold and snow 

causing bridges and highways to be washed away.  

As we enter 2022, we hope and pray that it will be better, that this year 

will be more on the normal side of the scale. But we don’t know what lies 

ahead this year or in the years to come. John writes about what the great 

multitude of heaven looked like. It is a glorious picture of reverence and 

awe, of grandeur and purity. The multitude lifting their perfect pitched 

voices in praise, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.”  

Salvation comes through faith by grace in Jesus. It is not something we 

achieve or merit: we acquire it as a gift. Salvation is not a destination, 

though we hope our destination is heaven-bound. But salvation is more 

than a destination, it’s a daily working out here and now of living more 

like Jesus, in step with the Spirit and guided by God the Father. While our 

hope is for the throne room of heaven we are not there yet. This life 

matters and how we approach this new year may have eternal              

significance on the one to come.  

May we live each day in hope of future glory, committed to giving this 

life our all. Our all for God’s kingdom to come on earth as in heaven.   

Our all to help those in need, to love, and to give where we are able. 

Prayer Focus: 

• Pray that God would continue to show us each the role he has for us 

in this life. 

• Pray that we would make the most of every opportunity to share the 

love of Jesus with people. 

 

Clark Taylor 
First Baptist Church 
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