
  



 
 

Welcome and Thank You for joining us this week as we look with expectation at 
Passion Week.  
 
This year, we as a church community have put together an 8-day devotional for us 
all to engage with the life of Jesus, the Cross, and the Resurrection.  This 
devotional was written by people in our community, and we invite you to join 
with us as we read, pray, and learn about our saviour Jesus.  
 
Each day, there is a new scripture passage to read. Followed by the devotional 
that was written about that passage. It ends with questions to think about or 
discuss with those you are close to. At the end pray. Pray with your heart open to 
hear what Jesus is saying to you this week and what he is saying to us as a 
community.  
 
Jesus said 
  
"I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will 
live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?" 
 
John 11:25-26. 
 

 

  



Cynthia Braun 

Sunday March 28, 2021 

Matthew 21:1-11 
  
  
This is the last week Jesus physically lived on earth.  
His heart beat and His lungs breathed. Two of His disciples  
went to a stable to ask the owner if they could take a   
young donkey that the Master had asked for. The owner  
would have understood that surrendering to this Master  
was surrendering to God.  
 
The disciples then took the young donkey and its mother to Jesus. This untamed and energetic 
young donkey could be calmed immediately under the tender hands of Jesus. The disciples, 
although they had seen Jesus perform miracles, were still amazed as this colt allowed Jesus to 
get on its back and then gently proceed to ride. 
 
Jesus entered Jerusalem where crowds of people were for Passover. These crowds knew that 
this was their king who would bring victory and peace to their people! They lay down their 
cloaks and palm branches along the road that Jesus was travelling. 
 
The crowds sang and called out, “Hosanna” and “Blessed be to Him that has come in the name 
of the Lord!” There was laughter, music, and festivity that filled the streets...our King and 
Saviour had finally arrived. 
 
Some wanted hope from the oppression of Rome and some had hope that rested on salvation 
of a Messiah (Zechariah 9:9 NIV). “Rejoice greatly of daughter of Zion. See your King comes to 
you righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, on a foal of a 
donkey. 
 
In this blessed time of praising and singing Hosanna let's not forget that in our current 
oppression, which includes the virus, our promise and joy comes in the Hope of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Holding onto that hope gives us a peace that goes beyond all understanding and carries 
us through this season. 
 
Question  
Lord, can I hear you speak to my heart as your Father spoke to yours? 
 
Prayer 
Lord teach me to surrender my heart, mind, and soul to you. Let me not hold back from you 
where you are calling me.  
 
 
  



Alison McNeil 

Monday March 29, 2021  
Matthew 21: 12-17 
 
 
Jesus made a humble entry into Jerusalem riding on a  
donkey in the verses prior to today’s passage, and now  
we see Him knocking tables over and driving people  
out of the Temple! He sure shows a different side of  
Himself here! 
 
As Jesus entered the temple (His Father’s house), he was 
disturbed by what He saw. People were making profit off those  
who came to worship. He rebuked and drove out the money changers/sellers who were taking 
advantage of those coming to the temple to make their sacrifices. He saw through their “acts of 
service” and called them out for what they were really doing. “He said to them, ‘The Scriptures 
declare, My Temple will be called a house of prayer’ but you have turned it into a den of 
thieves!’” (Matthew 21:13 NLT). They were focused on their own earthly riches instead of 
serving and loving the people who came to the temple to worship. Their focus should have 
been on the riches from Heaven received through communion with God.  
 
Many of us can get caught up thinking about ourselves (our family, our own needs), rather than 
seeing the needs of those around us.  Jesus, the ultimate example of being others-focused, 
demonstrated how to truly love and serve others in the temple in contrast to what the money 
changers were doing. Instead of exploiting those in need, He healed the blind and the lame that 
came to Him in the Temple!  
 
Paul reveals in 1 Corinthians 3:16 that we are now God’s temple. “Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s spirit dwells in your midst?” (NIV)  
 
Question 
What does God see when He looks at His temple (you and me)? Does your temple need 
cleansing?  
 
Prayer: 
God, show us our hearts. Reveal any motivations we may have that are selfish and resemble 
those of the moneychangers. Purify our hearts and minds to love those around us as Jesus 
would, and to be a pure and holy temple. May you be glorified through us as your love reaches 
those around us. Amen! 
  



Sandra Isted 

Tuesday March 30, 2021 

Matthew 21:18-22 
  
   
Matthew 21:18-22 tells us the story of Jesus walking  
with his disciples early one morning, hungry and longing  
for food. Jesus comes across a fig tree only to find the  
tree to be barren, producing only leaves. Jesus cursed the  
tree, which immediately withered, stating it will never  
produce fruit again. The disciples were amazed, asking 
how it withered so quickly. 
 
The lesson in this passage is two-fold: first that a tree that bears no fruit is worthless, and 
second, the power of our words and faith. Micah 7:1 says: “What misery is mine! I am like one 
who gathers summer fruit at the gleaning of the vineyard; there is no cluster of grapes to eat, 
none of the early figs that I crave”, referring to Israel. 
 
Having a belief in God is a good thing, but even the demons believe and tremble (James 2:19). 
This faith is fruitless, where one believes but does not have any evidence of change in their life. 
Isaiah 29:13 describes these as ones who honour with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
him. Many may believe in the existence of God and the resurrection of Jesus, but unless they 
follow His teachings with their hearts, seek a relationship with Him, and walk in His will, they 
are no more than the Pharisees who revel in their knowledge but do nothing to 'feed the poor'. 
 
Secondly, we see the power of words. There are occurrences throughout the Bible of Jesus 
commanding things with just one word, from the creation of the world in Genesis, calming the 
waves in Matthew 8:24-27, to healing the lame man in John 5:8. Jesus tells us this same power 
is in us, that we can “say to the mountain, Move from here to there’ and it will move” 
(Matthew 17:20b) - we just need to have faith. Hebrews 11:1 refers to faith as “the confidence 
in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” It is by this faith that we will 
hear God's voice and follow His calling, that we will move mountains and heal the broken. 
 
Questions 
Are you producing fruit? Can those around you see the evidence of God in your life? 
 
Do you have faith that can move mountains? 
 
Prayer 
Father, please show me where in my life my branches are fruitless, where I may honour you 
with my lips but not my heart. I pray that you would give me a faith that moves mountains and 
the courage to step forward in your calling. 
 
  



Ashaya Isted 

Wednesday March 31, 2021 

Matthew 26:6-13  
 
 
In Matthew 26:6-13 Jesus, with his disciples, went to the  
house of a man named Simon who he had previously  
healed of leprosy. While he was eating the meal, a woman 
came and poured nard, an expensive perfume stored in  
an alabaster jar, over his head. 
 
This perfume that she used would have cost about a   
year's worth of her wages. It was not only the perfume that 
was so costly but the jar itself was expensive as well. The perfume that was used had been 
primarily employed in the anointing of the dead. This woman, who had a possession of such 
worth went and poured it over a living person. The fact that she poured this over Jesus showed 
her love and devotion to Jesus. It also may have been to show her utmost belief that Jesus was 
the Messiah. 
 
Jesus’ disciples were not happy with the fact that this woman had gone and “wasted” such a 
valuable ointment on Jesus. The disciples thought that it would have been better to sell the 
perfume to help the poor. Jesus, on the other hand, viewed this as a show of kindness. Jesus 
told his disciples that the poor people would always be there for the disciples to help whereas 
Jesus would not always be there, which we later see as a reference to his imminent death on 
the cross. Jesus also said that this woman had been preparing his body for his burial when he 
dies. Additionally, he says to them that her deed will not be forgotten but that it would be 
remembered and preached wherever the Good News is shared. 
 
This passage showed me that Jesus really does view our deeds as important, and he does 
appreciate what we do to show our adoration and devotion. Jesus speaks out against the 
disciples in their thinking that all the money needs to go to the poor, but that this woman was 
right in her gifting of this expensive perfume. He praises her for her heartfelt gift, knowing what 
a sacrifice it would have been for her. 
 
Questions 
What would you think if you were one of the disciples? How would you have reacted? 
 
What is your perfume that you have to offer God? 
 
Prayer 
Father, please show me what gift I have to give. Help us to be aware of the way God views 
people and what they do instead of what we think. Help us see people through God's eyes. 
  



Dan MacIntosh 

Thursday April 1, 2021 
Matt 26:36-46 
 
 
It is a late, dark Thursday night, the night before the  
crucifixion; just after the Passover meal and before  
Jesus’ betrayal. He takes his disciples through the city  
gates of Jerusalem and hikes the 300 meters up to a 
familiar place where they often spent time together  
(Jn 18:20); the Garden of Gethsemane (at the base of  
the Mount of Olives, the name Gethsemane derived 
from a word meaning “olive press”). From this vantage point 
Jesus could see the dull glow of the lights of Jerusalem, across the Kidron valley, along with his 
near future which he knew involved betrayal, abandonment, and torture, culminating in an 
horrendous and painful death. Deep anticipatory grief and anxiety were welling up in his soul. 
He shares his feelings with his disciples: “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow even unto 
death.” (Note: one of the symptoms of severe anxiety is a feeling of impending death.) So what 
did he do? With his dearest friends nearby, he turns to his Heavenly Father. His wonderful 
prayer has 3 components (see the parallel passage in Mark 14:36). 
 
1. Who you are 
“Abba Father” - an intimate address to his dear and loving “Daddy.” 
“Everything is possible for you” - affirmation and awe of his father’s unlimited power. 
 
2. What I want 
“Take this cup from me” - he wanted to avoid the impending suffering if at all possible and 
honestly expressed his feelings and preference.   
 
3. What I want in light of who you are 
“yet not what I will but what you will” - this was the theme and holy obsession of Jesus’ life; 
submission to the will of his Father (see John 5:19, 6:38, 12:49 and Matt 6:10). He could say this 
only in light of his knowledge, experience, and trust in his Father’s love and power. 
 
Question 
What are you deeply grieved about today (what is your “olive press”)? 
 
Prayer 
Using the model of prayer above, make your requests known to your loving, powerful Heavenly 
Father.  
 

 
  



Lyn Town 

Friday April 2, 2021 

Matthew 27:32-56 
 
 
Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls 
to the ground and dies, it remains only a seed; but if  
it dies, it bears much fruit. John 12:24 
 
“What are you doing today?”  
“I’m going to a happy funeral.”  
“What do you mean? How can a funeral be happy?”  
“Well it’s for an 87 year old man who loved the Lord. He was so ready to go see the Father and 
be reunited with his wife. So I figure it is a happy funeral.” 

 
This is a conversation I had with a friend many years ago.  Is happiness compatible with death?  
I have been asked before, “Why do they call it Good Friday when it is the day Jesus died?” The 
disciples didn’t know how that day would end but we do. We know it didn’t end in death and 
we know there was a resurrection. We can celebrate Friday because we know about Sunday.  
I was asked to write on the crucifixion but every time I started to type or spend time in prayer I 
had to remind myself…my topic is the crucifixion not the resurrection. Every time. That’s 
because it is difficult to meditate about one without the other. There is a natural flow between 
the two, they are hard to separate. 
 
That would be like leaving Daniel in the lion’s den. There would have been no “Daniel, has your 
God been able to rescue you from the lions?” Or abandoning Jonah in the belly. There would 
have been no repentance in Nineveh. It would be like leaving Gideon alone in the threshing 
room; leaving David in the cave hiding from Saul; leaving the Israelites stranded on the banks of 
the Red Sea; leaving the three in the fiery furnace. There would have been no victory over the 
Midianites, no King after God’s own heart, no parting of the sea, no turning away from false 
gods. 
 
But the victory was won, restoration came, the sea was parted, forgiveness given. You can’t 
have a crucifixion without a resurrection. There would be no Christian faith - nothing to believe 
in.  The seed needed to fall to the ground. The seed needed to be buried; it needed to be under 
the ground, to be covered, to be in the darkness so it could germinate. It needed to die before 
it could grow.  Jesus needed to die before the story could be finished. The crucifixion is part of 
the happy ending. 
 
Question 
What do you need to leave in the cave, throw in the furnace or let the whale swallow so you 
can see the power of Jesus work in your life?  What seed do you need to bury? 
 
 



Ian Wolchok 

Saturday April 3, 2021  

Matthew 27:62-66; 28:4, 11-15 

 
 
Looking at this passage in context, it is a part of arguably the  
most crucial events in the Bible. The death and resurrection of  
Jesus is the reason that we have salvation. Jesus died for our  
sins paying for them with his own blood and our reward for  
following Jesus and his teaching is eternal life (John 10:27-28). 
 
Matthew 27:62 says that the leading priests and Pharisees went  
to see Pilate on the Sabbath, and in verse 66 it says that “they sealed the tomb and posted 
guards to protect it.” The work of sealing the tomb was done on the Sabbath which was one of 
the very reasons they had Jesus put to death in the first place, having performed many works 
on the Sabbath. The priests and Pharisees did not care about following the laws themselves, 
only those who opposed or contradicted them. 
 
The work that was done to prevent the story of Jesus’ resurrection from being told ended up 
making it more believable to those who may not have believed otherwise. The tomb was sealed 
and there were Roman guards set up watching the tomb. How could Jesus’ disciples, who were 
not warriors, defeat the Roman guards? The Pharisees having the tomb sealed proved to us 
that Jesus’ body was not simply taken in the night by disciples so they could say he had been 
raised. 
 
In chapter 28 when Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to visit the tomb there is a great 
earthquake and the stone is rolled away from the mouth of the tomb, striking fear into the 
Roman Guards causing them to faint.  While Jesus appeared to Mary and Mary, asking them to 
tell his followers to leave for Galilee, some of the guards returned to the city and told the 
leading priests what had happened. The Priests and the elders paid the soldiers a large bribe to 
cover up what had happened and spread a story of the disciples stealing Jesus’ body for they 
were willing to cover for the soldiers.  This passage is a great illustration to us showing that no 
human effort can overcome God’s intent.  
 
Questions 
Is there something in your life causing you “seal the tomb” or “bribe the guards?” (to keep 
Jesus hidden?)      What are ways that you can overcome these things? 
 
Prayer 
Father we give thanks for redemption through the death and resurrection of your son Jesus 
Christ. Sometimes our decisions are clouded but Your efforts to redeem will not be hindered, 
despite our lives and our choices. You gave your one and only son to pay the ultimate price for 
our sins. We pray that we would be given guidance in our lives as we acknowledge you and seek 
your will. Amen.  



Janina May 

Sunday April 4, 2021 

Matthew 28:1-10 

 
 
If someone would ask me what the most important  
event for my Christian faith would be, I would always  
answer the Resurrection of Jesus. Some might argue  
that Jesus’ death at the cross is the most important  
since He paid for all the sins of the world at the  
cross and we are forgiven and reconciled with God 
through this ultimate sacrifice.  
But the Cross is not complete without Jesus’ resurrection. Paul  
said, “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.” (1 Cor 15:14)  
 
Yes, sin’s power was broken at the Cross. Whoever believes in Jesus is united with Him in His 
death and, consequently, died to sin, so he or she is no longer a slave to sin (Romans 6:6). But 
where is the hope beyond the grave? The disciples were devastated after Jesus’ death. All hope 
was gone until God acted and intervened into the hopelessness of the grave. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus is not a revival of a dead body, and it is not a comeback to an earthly 
life. No, it is the ultimate overcoming of death itself (Romans 6: 9). A miracle far greater than 
any signs and wonders Jesus performed during His service on the earth.  
 
The resurrection of Jesus is God’s final healing and saving of mankind through the most 
powerful wonder that pierced through time and space itself, exceeding the physical realm of 
our existence: A radical new beginning that Jesus proclaimed as the Kingdom of God. It is now 
here! 
 

The resurrection of Jesus is our hope. The Greek word for hope is ἐλπίς elpís which means more 
than just ‘hoping for the best’. It means having a joyful and contented expectation of good. We 
have an expectation of a new and eternal life through Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
This is the Good News that Mary Magdalene received which carried the early Church through 
all troubles and persecution, and that is still turning lives around and is giving us a new life in 
Jesus Christ. Not only after our physical death, beyond time and space in eternity, but also in 
our earthly life where we continue to proclaim the Good News to the world.  
That’s why I am celebrating Easter, and I hope and pray that you will rejoice with me and with 
all Christians around the world. Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. Amen. 
 
Questions 
Review the meaning of the resurrection of Christ (Romans 6:3-11). How is this revealed in your 
life? 
 

How do you communicate the Good News to the people around you? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"If you declare with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved." 

Romans 10:9 
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