The Power of Faith in God
▶ Heb.

10:32-39 Remember those earlier days after
you had received the light, when you endured in a
great conflict full of suffering. (33) Sometimes
you were publicly exposed to insult and
persecution; at other times you stood side by side
with those who were so treated. (34) You
suffered along with those in prison and joyfully
accepted the confiscation of your property,
because you knew that you yourselves had better
and lasting possessions. (35) So do not throw
away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.

▶ (36)

You need to persevere so that when you have
done the will of God, you will receive what he has
promised. (37) For, "In just a little while, he who
is coming will come and will not delay." (38) And,
"But my righteous one will live by faith. And I take
no pleasure in the one who shrinks back." (39)
But we do not belong to those who shrink back
and are destroyed, but to those who have faith
and are saved.

The Power of Faith in God
▶ v.

34 - You joyfully accepted the confiscation of
your property, because you knew that you
yourselves had better and lasting possessions.

▶ v.

36 – You need to persevere so that when you
have done the will of God, you will receive what
he has promised.

The Power of Faith in God
▶ Heb.

11:1-6 Now faith is confidence in what we
hope for and assurance about what we do not see.
(2) This is what the ancients were commended
for. (3) By faith we understand that the universe
was formed at God's command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible. (4)
By faith Abel brought God a better offering than
Cain did. By faith he was commended as
righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings.
And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is
dead.

The Power of Faith in God
▶ (5)

By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so
that he did not experience death: "He could not
be found, because God had taken him away." For
before he was taken, he was commended as one
who pleased God. (6) And without faith it is
impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that
he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

The Power of Faith in God
1.

Faith brings confidence and assurance
▶ he’s

teaching on faith here to people that were
going through really hard times

▶ whether

we live by faith or not, totally effects
our outlook in the present

▶ “confidence

in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see” – v. 1

▶ faith

is believing God, what he has spoken,
what he has promised

The Power of Faith in God
2.

Faith has God as its object

3.

Faith is believing God made the universe out of
nothing
▶ v.

3 - By faith we understand that the universe
was formed at God's command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible

▶ something
▶ Gen.

came out of nothing

1 – “Let there be . . . and there was”

The Power of Faith in God
▶ there

is a way in which God exercised faith when
he spoke and commanded things to be
▶ faith

in his own word – similar to how he made
an oath on the basis of his own name – 6:16-18

▶ results

of believing that God formed the universe
by his command
▶ if

we know that God created us and designed
us, we have ultimate purpose in being

The Power of Faith in God
4.

Without faith it is impossible to please God
▶ v.

6 - And without faith it is impossible to please
God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him.

▶ to

obtain God’s approval and blessing, faith is
necessary

a)

Must believe he exists

b)

Must believe he rewards those who sincerely seek
him

The Power of Faith in God
5.

Abel – Faith results in God’s favor
▶ v.

4 - By faith Abel brought God a better
offering than Cain did. By faith he was
commended as righteous, when God spoke well
of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks,
even though he is dead.

▶ Gen.

4:1-12 Adam made love to his wife Eve,
and she became pregnant and gave birth to
Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I
have brought forth a man." (2) Later she gave
birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks,

(3) In the course of time Cain brought some of the
fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. (4)
And Abel also brought an offering--fat portions from
some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked
with favor on Abel and his offering, (5) but on Cain
and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain
was very angry, and his face was downcast. (6)
Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry?
Why is your face downcast? (7) If you do what is
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do
what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it
desires to have you, but you must rule over it." (8)
Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to
the field." While they were in the field, Cain
attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

(9) Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your
brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my
brother's keeper?" (10) The LORD said, "What have
you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to
me from the ground. (11) Now you are under a
curse and driven from the ground, which opened its
mouth to receive your brother's blood from your
hand. (12) When you work the ground, it will no
longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless
wanderer on the earth."

The Power of Faith in God
▶2

primary interpretations:

1.

Abel’s offering was acceptable because it
included the shedding of blood – i.e. for sin

2.

Abel’s offering had to do with the condition of
his heart, rather than the nature of the
offering itself

▶ God

honors faith – because it is trusting him, and
puts us in relationship with him

The Power of Faith in God
6.

Enoch – Faith results in a consistent godly walk
▶ v.

5 - By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so
that he did not experience death: "He could not be
found, because God had taken him away." For
before he was taken, he was commended as one
who pleased God.

The Power of Faith in God
▶ Gen

5:21-24 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he
became the father of Methuselah. (22) After he
became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked
faithfully with God 300 years and had other sons
and daughters. (23) Altogether, Enoch lived a
total of 365 years. (24) Enoch walked faithfully
with God; then he was no more, because God took
him away.

▶ faith,

likewise, in all its facets, is the key thing
that will enable us to consistently walk with God –
day in and day out

